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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 

Borough  of  Louth. 

1  have  pleasure  presenting  my  Annual  Report  dealing  with 
matters  affecting  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  in  the 
Borough  during  1952. 

During  the  year,  178  children  were  born  to  parents  residing 
in  the  Borough  and  163  residents  died.  Seven  babies  were  still¬ 
born  and  three  died  before  attaining  the  age  of  1  year.  This 
briefly  puts  the  case  and  the  potentialities.  Stated  as  rates  in 
terms  of  population,  the  live  birth  rate  was  16  and  the  death 
rate  14.7  compared  with  the  national  of  15,3  and  11.3  which  show 
the  relative  margins  between  births  and  deaths. 

In  comparison  with  the  previous  year  the  local  birth  and 
death  rates  were  higher  but  as  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
deaths  fell  within  the  terminal  age  groups,  the  deaths  under 
65  years  were  only  27 %  of  the  total  compared  with  the  28%  of 
the  previous  year.  In  the  sub-heads,  still  births  were  higher  but 
infant  deaths  considerably  lower.  The  latter  figure  year  by  year 
is  most  erratic  and  follows  no  particular  pattern,  but  over  the 
period  of  the  previous  five  years  it  gave  an  average  rate  of  24.8 
compared  with  the  national  average  of  33.3  which  provides  a 
rough  comparative  index. 

Malignant  growths  and  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation 
accounted  for  the  main  increases  in  the  individual  causes  of 
death,  but  the  fatalities  in  the  latter  group  are  mostly  due  to  the 
final  break  down  associated  with  old  age. 

The  infectious  disease  table  contains  an  unusually  small  list 
and  small  numbers  without  any  deaths  resulting.  The  number 
of  tuberculosis  cases  notified  remained  the  same  as  the  previous 
year,  and  for  the  second  successive  year  only  one  death  occurred,. 
This  indicated  in  a  small  way  the  great  strides  being  made  to 
control  this  disease  by  modern  surgical  measures  and  drug 
discoveries. 

The  diphtheria  immunisation  response  for  the  year  was 
highly  satisfactory  and  provided  an  example  in  this  way  of 
intelligent  parenthood  which  could  profitably  be  copied  in  many 
parts  of  the  country.  The  congratulations  however  do  not  admit 
of  any  relaxation  of  effort  because  a  non  immunised  child  still 
remains  a  child  at  risk  and  the  general  level  of  immunisation  has 
to  be  maintained  to  avoid  the  renewal  of  outbreaks  of  the  disease. 

Matters  affecting  food  hygiene  are  dealt  with  in  more  detail 
than  usual  because  of  the  importance  of  the  subject  in  relation 
to  the  high  incidence  of  food  poisoning.  One  of  the  more  glaring 
matters  requiring  attention  is  the  need  for  the  better  protection 
of  exposed  edibles  from  dust,  fly  and  animal  contamination  in 
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the  shops.  An  inconsistency  of  this  nature  in  the  chain  of 
hygienic  observance  produces  a  ludicrous  anomaly. 

As  the  result  of  much  unspectacular  effort  by  the  super¬ 
vising  officials  the  sanitary  services  were  maintained  at  their 
usual  satisfactory  level.  When  the  alternative  to  controlled 
tipping  was  ruled  out,  the  Council  was  at  long  last  in  a  position 
to  make  a  definite  decision  regarding  the  choice  of  a  suitable  site 
for  permanent  use,  but  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  the  selection  of 
ground  for  this  purpose  had  not  been  made.  It  was  a  very 
satisfactory  year  for  house  building  and  a  mild  start  was  made 
in  clearing  substandard  property,  but  it  is  suggested  that  a  much 
more  active  policy  will  require  to  be  devoted  to  this  problem 
even  should  it  be  at  the  expense  of  the  normal  type  of  house 
erection. 

I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  sanitary  inspector,  the 
surveyor  and  other  officials  who  gave  such  valuable  assistance  to 
me  throughout  the  year. 

Mr.  Dowson  as  usual  furnished  me  with  the  details  of  the 
work  of  his  department  which  are  included  in  this  report. 

I  gratefully  acknowledge  the  full  measure  of  help  and 
co-operation  as  well  as  consideration,  shown  me  by  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

During  the  year,  Alderman  Baines  who  had  been  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  for  so  many  years  resigned  from  the  Council, 
and  with  him  went  a  friend  and  mellow  advisor  whose  knowledge 
and  appreciation  of  public  health  matters  were  helpful  alike  to 
the  officials  and  Committee  members. 

W.  J.  KERRIGAN, 

Louth  :  July  1953.  [Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SECTION  A 

Social  Conditions  and  General  Statistics, 


Area  of  Borough  in  Acres  ...  ...  2,812 

Registrar  General’s  estimated  mid  year  Home  Population  11,100 
Density  per  acre  ...  ...  ..  3.9 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  at  end  of  1952  3,570 

Rateable  Value  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  £37,596 

Estimated  product  of  Penny  Rate  ...  £232 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


(Note — Figures  in  brackets  show  corresponding  rates  for 


Births. 

(a)  Live 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


England  and  Wales). 

Total 
169 

9 

178 


Male 

Female 

83 

86 

5 

4 

88 

90 

(b)  Still 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


7 

7 


4 

4 


3 

3 


Actual  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated 

population 

Standarised  birth  rate  for  comparative  purposes 

(Comparability  factor  1.01) 
Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 
Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  live  and  still  births 

Deaths  Total  Male 

163  76 

Crude  death  rate  per  1 ,000  estimated  population 
Standardised  death  rate  for  comparative  pur¬ 
poses  (Comparability  factor  0.8) 

Deaths  from  maternal  causes 
Deaths  from  infectious  diseases 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  12  months  old : 

(a)  Cases  Mai© 

Legitimate  3 

Illegitimate  — 

(b)  Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  old  : 

Male 

9 


16.0 

16.2 

(15.3) 

0  63 

(0.35) 

37.8 

(22.6) 

Female 

87 

14.68 

11.7 

(11.3) 

Nil 

Nil 

Female 


Female 
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Causes  of  infants  deaths  : 

Prematurity 

yy  yy 

Inhalation  of  vomit 

Death  rate  of  infants  per  1 ,000  related  live  births 


Lived  2  hours 
2  hours 
3  months 
169  (27.6) 


yy 


yy 


Ages  at  Death 


Ages  in 
Years 

0/1 

1/5 

6/15 

15/25 

25/35 

35/45 

45/55 

55  /65 

65  /75 

75/85 

83  + 

Total 

Deaths 

3 

2 

3 

— 

1 

6 

10 

19 

46 

47 

26 

163 

Deaths  from  Malignant  Neoplasms 


Ages  in 
Years 

Under  40 

40/45 

45/50 

50  /55 

55/60 

60/65 

65  /70 

70/75 

75  + 

Total 

Cases 

— 

1 

2 

2 

3 

3 

4 

5 

12 

32 

Anatomical  sites  of  malignant  neoplasms. 


Male 

Female 

Lungs 

3 

2 

Stomach 

3 

4 

Colon 

3 

3 

Other  alimentary 

3 

2 

Prostate 

2 

— 

Breast 

_ 

3 

Other  organs 

1 

3 

15 

17 

Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

l 

— 

2 

Tuberculosis — other 

... 

— 

- - 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm — stomach 

3 

4 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm — lung,  bronchus 

3 

2 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm — breast 

•  •  • 

— 

3 

6 

Malignant  neoplasm — uterus 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

7 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms 

9 

8 

8 

Leukaemia  —  aleukaemia 

1 

l 

9 

Diabetes 

— 

- - 

10 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

9 

17 

11 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

•  •  • 

8 

6 

12 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

l 

13 

Other  heart  disease 

11 

12 

14 

Other  circulatory  disease 

»  •  V 

10 

5 

6 


15 

Influenza 

— 

— 

16 

Pneumonia 

2 

— 

17 

Bronchitis 

2 

5 

18 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

19 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

— 

— 

20 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

— 

— 

21 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

— 

1 

99 

w 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

— 

— 

23 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

1 

24 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

9 

18 

25 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

— 

26 

All  other  accidents 

3 

1 

27 

Suicide 

1 

1 

28 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

■ — 

Totals  ...  76  87 


SECTSON  B 

General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  of  the  Area 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Lincoln,  examined  a  total  of 
250  samples  and  specimens  free  of  cost  to  the  Council.  These 
comprised  water,  milk,  ice  cream  and  other  samples,  as  well  as 
specimens  concerned  with  infectious  disease  investigation.  This 
service,  within  convenient  distance,  was  as  usual  extremely 
useful  to  us  in  coping  with  all  the  laboratory  investigation 
required  except  the  four  chemical  analyses  which  were  done  by 
an  analytical  chemist. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

For  its  population,  this  town  must  be  unique  in  having  two 
large  modern  hospitals  whose  provisions  include  out-patient 
clinics  in  the  various  fields  of  medical  and  surgical  specialism 
and  a  casualty  department.  The  County  Infirmary  is  a  recog¬ 
nised  training  school  for  nurses  and  the  senior  medical  residents 
are  of  senior  registrar  grading.  In  addition,  the  County  Council 
clinic  provides  satisfactory  arrangements  for  dealing  with  the 
prevention  side. 

The  following  list  gives  details  of  the  services  available. 

A — At  the  County  Council’s  premises,  32,  Queen  Street, 
Louth. 

School  Children. 

(1)  Weekly  Clinic  :  Wednesdays  2  to  4  p.m, 

(2)  Minor  Ailments  :  Daily  9  to  10  a.m. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

(1)  Ante-Natal :  Tuesdays  (2nd  and  4th)  10  to  12  a.m 
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(2)  Diphtheria  Immunisation 


Tuesdays  (2nd  and  4th) 

2  p.m 

(3)  Child  Welfare  :  Tuesdays  (all)  2  to  4  p.m. 

(4)  Toddlers:  Mondays  1st  and  3rd)  10  a.m. 

*  Eye  Clinic  (School  children)  Alternate  Mondays  2  p.m. 

*  Chest  Clinic  Wednesdays  9-30  a.m. 

Rheumatic  and  heart  clinic  by  appointment,  and  also  are 
diphtheria  immunisation  (school  children)  and  ultra  violet  light 
sessions. 

B — At  County  Infirmary, 

Louth. 

Out  Patient  Clinics. 

Ophthalmology — Monday  10  a  m. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat — Monday  2  p.m. 

Ante  Natal — Monday  2-30  p.m. 

Psychiatry — Monday  2-30  p.m. 

Dental — Monday  4  p.m. 

Surgical — Tuesday  2-30  p.m. 

and  Friday  2-30  p.m. 

Genito  Urinary —Wednesday  9-30  p  m. 

Chest  (Children) — Wednesday  2-30  p.m. 

Radiotherapy — Alt.  Wednesdays  11  a  m. 

Orthopsedic — Alt.  Wednesdays  10  a.m. 

Gynecology — Thursday  11  a.m. 

Venereology — Thursday  2  p.m. 

Medical — Thursday — 2-30  p  m. 

Medical — Friday — 10  a.m. 

*  It  is  intended  shortly  to  have  the  chest  clinic  and  the 
children’s  eye  clinic  transferred  to  the  County  Infirmary 
O.P.  department. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and 

other  Diseases. 

Infectious  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  notified  during 

1952. 


Disease 

Cases 

Notified 

Case  rates  per  1,000  of 
population 

Measles 

— 

0.00  (8.86) 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

0.36  (1.53) 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

2 

+  1081  (17.87) 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

0.09  (2.61) 

Gastro  Enteritis 

9 

(+  per  1,000  live  and 
still  births) 

Total 

16 

At  Louth  &  District 
Hospital 

Out  Patient  Clinics 


Monday  2  p.m.  and 
Thursday  10-30  a.m 


Thursday  2-30  p.m. 
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A  very  small  total  indeed,  mainly  due  to  the  absence  of 
measles  and  whooping  cough  cases  which  were  not  within  the  epid¬ 
emic  phases  of  their  cycle.  If  only  a  fraction  of  the  money  spent 
annually  in  drugs  were  made  available  for  research  in  the  field  of 
prevention  these  two  diseases,  which  attack  so  heavily  every 
couple  of  year-,  would  probably  in  a  short  time  share  the  fate  of 
the  once  dreaded  diphtheria.  It  is  true  most  encouraging 
results  are  being  obtained  from  a  vaccine  for  whooping  cough, 
but  until  wider  field  trials  prove  its  unquestioned  worth  its  use 
will  not  be  urged  from  the  national  level.  Meantime,  she  is  a 
wise  mother  who  will  not  wait  for  the  urge  to  come  from  this 
source.. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  absence  from  the  list  of  cases  of 
pneumonia,  poliomyelitis,  diphtheria  and  proven  cases  of  food 
poisoning  which  rank  among  the  lisks.  The  number  of  notifi¬ 
cations  of  gastro  enteritis  referred  more  to  households  involved 
than  individual  cases,  and  the  number  was  known  to  be  very 
much  an  under  estimate  of  the  infective  type  of  acute  vomiting 
and  diarrhoea  which  occurred  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  At 
the  time,  the  cases  appeared  to  be  typical  dysenteries,  probably 
of  food  origin,  but  the  stool  specimens  were  negative  for  the 
organisms  of  enteric,  dysentery  or  salmonella  groups.  I  apprec¬ 
iated  the  help  given  bv  the  majority  of  the  local  practitioners 
who  at  request  informed  me  by  ’phone  immediately  they  learnt 
of  a  case,  but  as  usually  happens  in  such  cases,  the  doctor  was 
seldom  called  in  until  concern  was  felt  about  the  persistence  of 
the  symptoms  in  one  or  other  of  the  victims,  which  meant  a  late 
start  in  the  investigation 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  I  have 
been  supplied  with  the  following  information  relating  to  the 
number  of  children  immunised  against  diphtheria  and  the 
vaccinations  done  against  smallpox  in  the  case  of  Borough 
residents. 

(a)  Diphtheria  Immunisations. 


Under  5  Years 

Under  5-14  years 

Booster 

Doses 

. 

143 

18 

153 

(b)  Anti  Smallpox, 


Ages  in  years 

0/1 

1/4 

5/14 

1 

15  + 

total 

(a)  Primary 

Vaccinations 

34 

6 

!  3 

4 

E  ^ 

(b)  Re-vaccinations 

— - 

— 

1 

4 

5 
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Diphtheria  prophylaxis. 

The  response  to  immunisation  can  best  be  measured  by 
comparing  the  number  of  primary  immunisations  done  over  a 
period  with  the  number  of  children  born,  less  those  dying  before 
the  age  of  1  year,  in  the  same  period  By  such  yardstick  we 
find  that  during  the  five  year  period  1948-52,  769  babies  out  of 
954  were  immunised  which  gives  the  exemplary  average  of  81%. 
Perhaps  the  highest  response,  according  to  the  nurses,  was  found 
in  the  Council’s  housing  estates  where  it  was  estimated  at  little 
below  100%.  If,  as  has  been  said,  such  response  is  a  criterion  of 
intelligent  parental  interest  in  the  children’s  welfare  we  should 
be  justly  proud  of  the  example  Louth  mothers  show  to  the  rest 
of  the  country,  for  unfortunately  the  comparable  figures  for  the 
country  as  a  whole  fall  very  far  short  of  our  local  standards. 


Tuberculosis: — Mew  Cases  and  Hortality  during  1952. 


Age  period 
(years) 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Nnn- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

0 

1 

1 

5 

l 

1 

1 

15 

1 

») 

/j 

j 

25 

O 

1 

35 

9 

45 

55 

65  + 

Totals 

6 

2 

1 

2 

1 

—  — 

For  the  second  successive  year  there  has  been  only  one 
death  from  this  disease  which  gives  the  rate  in  terms  of  popula¬ 
tion  as  0  09  compared  with  0.24  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 
The  notification  numbers  corresponded  closely  with  the  average 
in  the  preceding  five  years. 

SECTION  C 

Sanitary  Circumstances  in  the  Area 

Water  Supplies. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  the  public  supply  was  done 
on  the  average  of  one  per  week.  Of  the  52  samples  examined 


49  were  highly  satisfactory  and  3  showed  evidence  of  faecal 
pollution.  Two  adjoining  houses  were  concerned  in  the  inferior 
reports  and  as  a  repeat  sample  from  one  of  the  households  gave 
a  similar  result,  householders  on  the  circuit  were  advised  boil 
the  water  before  use  pending  further  investigation.  The  sub¬ 
sequent  check  examination  of  8  samples  from  the  particular  area, 
w7hich  included  two  from  the  affected  houses  where  the  taps  had 
in  the  meantime  been  dismantled  and  sterilized,  proved  they 
were  all  satisfactory.  It  therefore  seemed  that  the  inferior 
results  were  due  to  tap  or  other  extraneous  form  of  contamination. 

As  mentioned  in  my  report  of  last  year  there  were  2 1  houses 
not  on  the  public  supply  which  had  not  been  previously  sampled, 
comprising  nine  farms  and  households  each  with  its  own  supply, 
and  three  groups  of  four  houses  with  a  communal  supply  per 
group.  Samples  taken  during  the  year  showed  that  five  of  the 
individual  supplies  gave  evidence  of  rather  gross  pollution,  as  the 
result  of  which  the  owners  agreed  to  connect  with  the  public 
mains,  where  practicable,  or  have  the  bores  overhauled.  Before 
the  end  of  the  year  remedy  had  been  affected  in  two  cases. 

Drainage  and  Sewage. 

Closets, 

Five  waterclosets  were  substituted  for  dry  receptacles  which 
left  the  existing  number  of  houses  with  privies  at  23  and  the 
number  of  pail  closets  30,  which  is  50  of  these  too  many.  No 
cesspools  were  abolished  during  the  year. 

Drains,  etc 

The  sanitary  inspector  reported  the  following  work  done  ; — 


Drains,  examined,  tested,  exposed,  etc.  27 

Drains,  unstopped,  repaired,  etc.  34 

Waste  pipes  repaired  2 

Pail  closets  repaired  7 


There  were  no  sewer  extensions  made  except  for  the  require 
ments  of  house  erections  in  the  Eastfield  Road  Council  Estate. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

The  surveyor  reported  the  works  were  satisfactory  during 
the  year  and  required  no  structural  alterations  other  than  minor 
attention  to  the  storm  water  tanks  to  effect  settlement  treatment 
before  the  water  was  allowed  to  be  discharged.  Flow  tests  were 
carried  out  during  the  year  to  keep  a  check  on  the  sewage  load 
in  terms  of  the  capacity  of  the  works  to  deal  with  it.  The 
reports  of  the  analysis  of  the  effluent  were  satisfactory. 

House  Refuse. 

The  usually  weekly  collection  was  maintained  with  a  regular¬ 
ity  that  suffered  in  a  few  isolated  occasions  only  through  labour 
difficulties.  Disposal  of  the  refuse  was  done  largely  by  inciner¬ 
ation  and,  during  the  frequent  intermittent  periods  of  failure  of 
that  system,  by  controlled  tipping  into  a  small  pit  some  three 
miles  outside  the  town  boundary. 

Ml 


The  refusal  by  the  Ministry  to  sanction  the  Council’s  request 
for  a  loan  to  acquire  a  new  incinerator,  while  disappointing,  at 
least  reduced  the  problem  to  one  of  finding  a  suitable  permanent 
disposal  site  for  controlled  tipping.  For  one  reason  or  another, 
the  selection  of  a  site  had  not  been  agreed  at  the  year’s  end 
though  its  urgency  depended  on  the  day  to  day  uncertainty  and 
undesirability  of  the  use  of  the  existing  incinerator. 


Open  Air  Swimming  Baths, 

The  open  air  swimming  baths  which  the  Council  took  over 
the  previous  year  on  short  lease  were  maintained  as  well  as  the 
provisions  permitted.  Working  on  the  fill  and  empty  system, 
water  from  the  public  mains  was  used  and  hand  chlorination 
carried  out  as  a  routine  but  the  frequency  and  amount  were 
gauged  by  the  bathing  load.  The  results  were  checked  by 
bacteriological  examination  of  samples  taken  at  weekly  intervals 
during  the  seasonal  period  of  use.  It  was  found  difficult  in 
practice  controlling  the  number  using  the  baths  at  the  same  time 
during  peak  hours,  a  matter  of  importance  considering  the  small 
size  of  the  baths  and  the  purification  measures,  but  only  two  out 
of  the  nine  samples  taken  fell  below  satisfactory  standard. 


Disinfection. 

Rooms  disinfected  6 

(a)  Ordinary  Infectious  Disease  Nil 

(b)  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  6 

Rooms  stripped  and  cleansed  ...  Nil 

Number  of  premises  disinfested  ...  Nil 


Nuisances. 

Total  number  of  nuisances  during  the  year  :  — 

(a)  Abated  as  result  of  informal  action  by 
Sanitary  Inspector 

(b)  Reported  to  Council  ; 

(1)  Statutory  Notice  issued 

(2)  Statutory  notice  not  issued 
Details  of  nuisances  abated  :  -  - 


105 

5 

Nil 


After  Informal 
Intimation 


Smoke  ...  ...  2 

Accumulation  of  refuse  ...  10 

Foul  ditches,  ponds  and  stagnant  water  4 
Fowls,  pigs  and  other  animals  7 

Dampness  7 

Yards  repaved  or  repaired  2 

Other  nuisances  73 


After  Statutory 
Notice 

1 

1 

3 


Offensive  Trades. 

(a)  Number  of  premises  in  district 

(b)  Number  of  inspections 

(c)  Contraventions  of  bye-laws 

12. 


Knackers  Yards, 

Number  licensed  ...  1 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  12 

Defects  remedied  ..  ...  ...  Nil 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction, 

No.  of  Rodent  operatives  employed  j 

Number  of  premises  treated  :  — 

(a)  dwelling  houses  ...  ...  ...  5 

(b)  other  premises  ...  290 

Shops  Act,  1950, 

(a)  Number  of  shops  inspected  ...  ...  39 

fb  Contraventions  remedied  ...  ..  Nil 


FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  and  1948 
L  inspections 


For  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  including  inspections 
made  by  the  sanitary  inspector. 


Premises 

l 

Number  of 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspections  Written1  Prosecutions- 
i  Notices 

. 

1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
!,  2,  3,  4  and  6,  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

26 

30 

9 

iLi 

Nil 

2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enfor¬ 
ced  by  the  Local  Authority 

106 

140 

2 

Nil 

j3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out -workers  premises) 

Nil 

— 

— 

Nil 

Totals 

132 

170 

4 

Nil 

2.  Defects  found 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Particulars 

TT m  H 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  HM 
Inspected 

By  HM 
Inspector 

1.  Want  of  Cleanliness 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

2.  Sanitary  Conveniences  : 
(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

1 

i 

Nil 

Nil 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals 

j 

4 

4 

Nil 

Nil 
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3.  Outwork 


Nature  of  work 

No.  of  outworkers 
from  returns  submitted 

Contraventions 

Making  wearing 

apparel 

27 

Nil 

Totals 

27 

Nil 

SECTION  D 

Housing 

Total  number  ©f  new  Houses  erected  during  the  year  79 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  65 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authorities  ...  ...  3 

(3)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  11 


(I)  Inspection  ©f  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  in¬ 

spected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ..  LOO 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ...  ...  ...  139 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included 

under  Sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  30 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  66 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  2 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  .  ...  ...  22 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

Formal  Notices  : — - 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  35 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10,  and  36  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  „  ..  Nil 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 

formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  i 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  LI  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  demolition  orders  were  made  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  demolition  orders  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  subject  to 

undertakings  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  1 2  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936,  and  under  Sections  25  and  26 

(1)  Number  of  clearance  orders  made  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  thereof  ...  Ni) 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936  —Part  IV— Overcrowding, 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  10 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  13 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  63J  or  77 


individuals 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  the  year 

(c)  (l)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  24  or  27 

individuals 

(d)  Number  of  houses  again  overcrowded  after 

being  previously  relieved  ...  ...  'Nil 

5.  Housing  Act,  1949. 

(a)  Number  of  applications  for  grants  received  ...  4 

(b)  Number  of  grants  made  ...  approved  3 
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c)  Number  of  applications  for  grants  made  by 


Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  Mil 

6.  Movable  Dwellings,  Tents,  Caravans,  etc. 

(a)  Number  of  Site  Licences  ...  Nil 

(b)  Number  inspected  during  the  year 

(1)  Sites  ...  ,  Mil 

(2)  Dwellings  ...  .,  ...  3 

(c)  Number  of  individual  Licences  ...  3 

(d)  Number  of  contraventions  remedied  ...  \i] 


There  was  a  gratifying  increase  in  the  number  of  house  com¬ 
pletions  during  the  year  compared  with  the  two  previous  years,, 
both  in  Council  and  private  building.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
year  the  Council  had  completed  300  houses  in  the  post-war  period 
and  79  were  privately  built  in  the  same  period. 

The  response  to  remedying  defects  found  or  reported  was 
satisfactory  in  the  sense  that  in  all  cases  except  one  the  repairs 
were  done  without  recourse  to  statutory  powers,  but  the  results 
depended  on  much  persevering  effort  by  the  sanitary  inspector. 
The  repairs  w7ere  mainly  of  minor  character  concerned  with  cas¬ 
ual  wear  and  tear,  except  in  the  few  instances  where  replacements 
required  to  be  carried  out. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  the  County  Planning  Officer 
sponsored  a  survey  relating  to  the  age  and  condition  of  certain 
classes  of  house  property  with  a  view  to  determining  areas  which 
might  require  stage  re-development  from  the  planning  angle  over 
a  period  of  twenty  years  As  the  report  of  the  survey  has  not 
yet  been  officially  presented,  it  need  only  be  stated  that  the 
houses  listed  in  the  lowest  categorj?  of  the  survey — those  with  a 
life  not  exceeding  10  years — corresponded  closely  with  those 
mentioned  in  my  previous  report  on  sub-standard  houses.  Other 
groups  placed  in  higher  categories  would  seem  to  be  of  little  more 
than  academic  interest  to  the  Council  until  the  large  problem  of 
the  lowest  standard  houses  is  solved.  Post-war  house  building  has 
affected  these  hardly  at  all,  and  since  repair  work  has  ceased 
except  to  keep  them  weatherproof,  the  condition  of  the  stairways, 
floors  and  interior  plaster  work  borders  on  the  dangerous  in  many 
cases. 

The  time  has  surely  arrived  for  this  problem  to  be  tackled  as 
an  urgency  even  if  it  means  seriously  curtailing  the  normal 
type  of  house  building.  The  difficulties  of  providing  accommoda¬ 
tion  to  meet  the  economic  needs  of  the  present  occupants  are  well 
known  but  the  situation  may  demand  such  unorthodox  measures 
as  the  erection  of  austerity  buildings  or  the  taking  over  of  a 
group  or  groups  of  low  standard  property,  basically  sound  enough 
to  be  made  habitable  without  elaborate  fittings;  to  function  as 
temporary  decanting  grounds  until  a  more  permanent  scheme 
becomes  a  reality. 
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During  the  year  two  houses,  63  and  65  Queen  Street  were 
officially  represented  under  Section  II  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 
as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation,  but  no  action  resulted  at 
the  year’s  end.  Following  official  representation  of  an  area  known 
as  Jones’  Square,  comprising  J2  dwellings,  the  Council  declared 
the  area  defined  as  a  Clearance  Area  and  made  application  to  the 
Minister  of  Health  for  confirmation  of  the  proposal. 


SECTION  E 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

The  sanitary  inspector  reported  routine  and  special  supervis 
ory  visits  to  premises  concerned  with  food  preparation  and  the 
sale  of  foodstuffs,  including  catering  establishments.  Details  of 
the  various  improvements  reported  to  premises,  by  attention  to 
installations  and  reconstructions  designed  to  better  the  hygienic 
standard  of  food  handling,  are  given  in  more  detail  under  the 
various  headings,  and  these,  by  example,  assisted  in  raising  the 
general  level.  It  may  broadly  be  stated  that  the  standard  of 
equipment  reflects  the  measure  of  observance  of  hygienic  principles 
but  to  be  effective  consistency  must  be  maintained  in  all  depart- 
ments.  Thus,  if  food  prepared  under  satisfactory  hygienic 
conditions  is  displayed  in  shops  without  any,  or  makeshift,  cover 
against  the  dangers  of  dust,  flies  or  perhaps  rodents  the  earlier 
care  may  well  be  nullified.  The  danger  from  the  risks  of  fly  and 
animal  contamination,  especially  in  prepared  food  which  is  sold 
ready  for  the  table,  requires  no  stress  in  these  days  when  food 
poisoning  outbreaks  are  such  common  occurrences,  and  the  obli¬ 
gation  of  the  retailer  to  take  measures  to  prevent  the  risks  has 
to  be  pointed  out  in  view  of  the  prevailing  laxity. 

Unfortunately  when  the  Council  adopted  the  bye-lawrs  e*  for 
securing  the  observance  of  sanitary  and  cleanly  practices  and 
conditions”  in  connection  with  food  at  all  its  stages  until  it  reached 
the  customer,  materials  for  providing  suitable  covers  for  displayed 
food  were  difficult  to  obtain  and  the  use  of  a  makeshift  temporary 
form  of  covering  was  condoned.  There  is  little  excuse  now  for 
the  continuation  of  this  token  response  which  affects  the  other¬ 
wise  excellent  standard  and  reputation  of  food  retail  shops  in  the 
Borough. 

Heat. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  Mr.  Beaumont,  V.S.,  the  meat 
inspector  of  the  Council  on  the  carcases  inspected  and  the  con¬ 
demnations  made.  The  inspector  reported  daily  inspections  at 
the  abattoir. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

exci’dmg 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

842 

371 

875 

3817 

1448 

Number  inspected 

867 

371 

884 

3884 

1605 

(a)  All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

11 

9 

12 

25 

41 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

88 

23 

2 

384 

4.29 

Percentage  of  th©  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

5  6 

8.6 

1  58 

10.5 

4.29 

(b)  Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

9 

1 

Nil 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

49 

58 

Nil 

Nil 

29 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

6.0 

18.0 

.11 

Nil 

2.18 

Butchers*  Shops  and  other  food  preparing  rooms 

One  premises  was  completely  reconstructed  which  resulted 
in  the  erection  of  a  new  brick  building  with  tiled  walls  half  height 
and  concrete  floor,  provided  with  modern  utensils  and  equipment. 

Facilities  for  washing  were  improved  by  the  installation  of 
wash  basins  in  three  shops  and  new  sinks  with  Ascot  heaters  in 
two  others.  Refrigerated  storage  was  made  available  in  two 
instances,  one  of  which  took  the  form  of  a  shop  show  case.  Other 
attentions  reported  included  four  new  chopping  blocks  and 
general  repairs  to  the  interior  structures. 

The  sanitary  inspector  found  six  faults  requiring  remedy 
which  received  attention. 

Fried  Fish  Shops. 

Improvements  on  major  scales  were  carried  out  in  two  shops. 
In  one,  the  frying  room  was  reconstructed  and  fitted  with  new 
cooking  range  system  with  extractor  fans,  and  repairs  to  the 
preparing  room  and  concreting  of  the  yard  were  inclusions.  In 
the  other,  a  new  preparing  room  of  suitable  type  replaced  the 
former.  Washing  facilities  were  satisfactory. 

Bakehouses, 

The  inspector  reported  having  paid  45  visits  to  the  15  bake- 
ho  uses  and  in  two  cases  only  were  contraventions  found  which 
subsequently  received  attention. 

Other  Food  Shops. 

A  total  of  223  inspections  was  reported  and  7  offences  noted 
which  were  remedied  at  a  later  stage.  The  following  foods 
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required  to  be  condemned  either  because  of  defective  or  blown 
tins  or  through  damage  suffered,  or  by  delay,  in  transit. 


Canned  Meats 
Milk,  Fruit,  Fish 
Sweets 

Jams  and  Preserves 
Cake  Mixture 
Soft  Herring  Roes 
Wet  Salmon 


283  lbs. 

493  tins 
23J  lbs. 

2 !  j  ars 
1 14  packets 
100  boxes 
1J  lbs 


Refrigerated  appliances  made  laudable  additions  to  equipment 
in  4  shops,  three  in  grocery  establishments  and  one  in  a  fish¬ 
monger’s  shop.  These  in  the  form  of  shop  display  cases  provided 
ideal  storage  for  perishable  goods  so  exhibited,  and  in  another 
instance  the  ordinary  type  of  refrigerator  was  installed. 


It  is  pleasing  to  see  the  increase  of  this  modern  type  of 
display  case  with  refrigerant  control,  but  shop  space  and  cost  will 
likely  prevent  its  popular  usage.  The  simple  glass  or  synthetic 
glass-type  food  cover,  in  either  permanent  or  portable  form, 
should  however  be  provided  for  the  safe  display  of  unwrapped 
foods  that  attracts  flies  or  animals — remarks  which  apply  with 
equal  force  to  the  smaller  shops. 

Milk. 


During  1952  there  were  11  producers  in  the  Borough,  accord¬ 
ing  to  information  kindly  supplied  by  the  County  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee,  consisting  of  5  T.T.,  2  Accredited  and  4 
Ungraded.  The  distributors  on  our  local  register  numbered  27, 
of  whom  12  sold  sterilised  milk  only,  8  were  licenced  to  sell  two 
or  more  types  of  heat  treated  milk,  and  of  the  remainder  on^  sold 
T.T.  raw  only  while  o  other  distributors  of  raw  milk  included  the 
standard  heat  treated  product  in  their  retail. 

The  results  of  sample  examinations,  concerned  with  the 
hygienic  standard  of  the  raw  milk  and  the  success  of  the  process¬ 
ing  methods  in  the  case  of  pasteurised  supply,  were  as  follows  : — 


Type 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Raw.  (Non  heat  treated) 

(a)  T.T.  &  Accredited 

10 

l 

(b)  Ungraded 

12 

4 

Pasteurised 

39 

3 

Totals 

61 

8 

The  ungraded  raw  supply  had  an  unusual  casualty  list  which 
I  am  glad  to  state  did  not  affect  the  record  of  three  retailers  of 
this  brand.  Two  of  the  inferior  results  came  from  one  source  and 
the  milk  from  a  dairyman  retailing  milk  from  an  outside  source 
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was  responsible  for  the  other.  Similarly,  the  two  larger  firms 
supplying  the  pasteurised  product  had  unblemished  records  and 
the  unsatisfactory  results  came  from  a  firm  which  during  the  year 
was  warned  by  the  County  Council  Authorities,  and  I  understand 
ceased  processing  at  a  later  period. 

In  connection  with  the  biological  examination  of  milk  to 
ascertain  infection  with  the  organisms  of  tubercle  and  abortion, 
ten  samples  were  taken,  of  which  one  showed  the  presence  of 
tubercle.  Following  the  report,  the  Divisional  Veterinary 
inspector  visited  the  farm  and  isolated  the  affected  animal  which 
was  slaughtered  and  found  by  post  mortem  examination  to  be 
extensively  affected  with  tuberculosis.  Following  the  report,  and 
until  the  rest  of  the  herd  was  found  free  from  disease,  suitable 
action  was  taken  about  the  disposal  of  the  milk 

Ice  Cream. 

The  premises  registered  remained  the  same  as  the  previous 
year  viz  :  one  manufacturer  and  34  premises  for  sale  only. 

The  results  of  sample  examinations  were  as  follows  : — 


Grades 


(1)  Produced  in  Borough 

(2)  Produced  ex  Borough 

i 

2 

3 

4 

6 

55 

13 

2 

— 

Totals 

61 

13 

2 

— 

if,  as  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose,  these  cross  section 
results  reflect  the  general  hygienic  level  of  the  storage  and  hand¬ 
ling  of  ice  cream  in  the  Borough  the  standard  is  indeed  excellent. 
It  is  the  first  occasion  there  has  been  no  entry  under  grade  4,  and 
when  it  is  mentioned  that  97%  of  the  samples  came  within  grade 
1  and  2  compared  with  80%  normally  accepted  as  the  satisfactory 
criterion,  the  standard  can  be  better  appreciated  The  local 
producer  maintained  his  usual  excellent  record,  and  during  the 
year  he  constructed  a  new  and  commodious  room  for  preparing 

the  ice  cream  which  materially  improved  the  general  lay-out. 

The  sanitary  inspector  paid  some  80  visits  to  premises  and 
reported  satisfactory  conditions. 

Licensed  Premises. 

Following  an  inspection  by  the  sanitary  inspector  of  licenced 
premises,  on  which  a  report  was  made  to  the  Licencing  Justices, 


the  following  improvements  were  carried  out : — 

Improved  living  accommodation  for  tenants  4 

Additional  W.C.’s  installed  7 

Additional  Urinals  1 

Improvements  to  W.C.’s  and  Urinals  6 

Glass  washing  facilities  provided  in  bars  6 


Other  improvements  were  in  process  of  receiving  attention 
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